
732

May 20 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995

To Mike from Josh: ‘‘I held Paul Hosefros
of the New York Times by the feet and sus-
pended him from the ceiling so the New York
Times could run one more bizarre angle of the
President’s picture.’’ [Laughter]

To Mike from Ralph: ‘‘I gave Ira Wyman
CPR after he jogged with the President.’’
[Laughter]

To Mike from Sharon: ‘‘I helped Ken Lam-
bert prepare for his interview with Jesse Helms
regarding his pending NEA grant.’’ [Laughter]

Now, not everybody could meet Mike’s chal-
lenge, so the pizza fund only had about 20 bucks
in it. So I decided the First Lady should manage
the fund. [Laughter] And she has invested it
so wisely—[laughter]—that beginning Monday
morning, daily, the Four Seasons will be cater-
ing filet mignon in the Press Office. [Laughter]

I had a wonderful time tonight being on the
other end of the camera.

I want to congratulate the award winners and
to say to all of you, the photographers, editors,
engineers, producers, and cameramen and
women with whom I’ve shared these extraor-
dinary past couple of years, I watch your work
with great appreciation. You have transmitted
images that no one who was there could every
forget. I know I’ll never forget, from the DMZ
in Korea to the swollen banks of the Mississippi
River to the beaches of Normandy, the NCAA
championship—the one I liked—[laughter]—this
remarkable picture on the cover of your pro-
gram, which hangs in my private office in the
White House because I liked it so much.

And like the priest who gave us the wonderful
invocation, I want to say a special word of

thanks for the work all of you did to make
Oklahoma City real to us, both the agony and
America at its best.

The great photojournalists, the men and
women who are carrying on the great tradition
of Mathew Brady, from the Civil War to Robert
Capa’s D-Day photography to Joe Rosenthal’s
remarkable memory of Iwo Jima, I salute you
all.

I thank you for what you have done. And
I hope that as we continue our journey together,
me in the limo and you guys 20 cars behind—
[laughter]—you will every now and then cut me
a little slack for being nearly 50 and a bit on
the heavy side. [Laughter]

Now before I leave tonight, I want to make
one very important policy announcement. I will
not jog in the morning. In fact, I will do nothing
until 10:45 a.m., so the pool call time is 10:30
a.m., not 6:45 a.m. [Applause]

Now I’m going to go so you can enjoy the
rest of the evening. Now, I’ll start late so you
can have a good night’s sleep. The pool has
to go with me, and the rest of you can stay.
[Laughter] Ralph, you can stay, too. [Laughter]

Good night, and God bless you all. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:10 p.m. at the
Washington Hilton. In his remarks, he referred
to Robert W. McNeely, Director, White House
Photographic Services; Joshua A. King, Director
of Production for Presidential Events; and official
White House photographers Ralph Alswang and
Sharon C. Farmer.

Statement on the Death of Les Aspin
May 21, 1995

I speak for millions of Americans when
mourning the death today of Les Aspin and
join many others in saying that he was my
friend.

As a Member of the House of Representatives
for 22 years, chairman of the House Armed
Services Committee for 8, Secretary of Defense,
and Chairman of the President’s Foreign Intel-
ligence Advisory Board, Les rendered our Na-
tion extraordinary, selfless service.

Les Aspin accomplished greatly because he
cared greatly. He brought the same commitment
to his most recent assignment that he brought
to Washington as a young congressional aide,
staff assistant at the Council of Economic Advis-
ers, and Defense Department official in the
1960’s.

No one knew better than he how Washington
works, but he never thought of it as a game
for its own sake. He was here to make a dif-
ference. And he did. He probed and helped

VerDate 27-APR-2000 12:22 May 04, 2000 Jkt 010199 PO 00001 Frm 00732 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 C:\95PAP1\95PAP1.096 txed01 PsN: txed01



733

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995 / May 22

shape a generation of American defense policies
and budgets, culminating in the decisive bottom-
up review of our military strategy, which he
conducted as Secretary of Defense.

Les Aspin was unique. He brought the light
of his joy in living and the heat of his intellect
to every occasion. He never met a person who
didn’t like him. And we all will miss him.

Remarks on Signing the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995
May 22, 1995

Thank you very much. Mr. Bersoff, thank you
for your comments and for the outstanding ex-
ample of the family business you have built to
such a remarkable extent. Thank you, Sally
Katzen.

Before I begin, as a matter of personal privi-
lege, I would just like to say a brief word about
the death of my good friend Les Aspin. Hillary
and I grieve his loss, and along with all other
Americans, we thank him for the remarkable
service he rendered to our country as a distin-
guished Congressman from Wisconsin, as the
chairman of the Armed Services Committee of
the House, as Secretary of Defense, and as head
of the President’s Foreign Intelligence Advisory
Board. He did a lot of work to keep us safe
through a turbulent time, and we are all very,
very much in his debt.

Let me thank the Members of Congress who
are here. You know, I’ve got to say, I was sitting
here listening to Mr. Bersoff talk, and I thought,
it’ll be a miracle if we get this on the news
tonight, because this is something we did with-
out anybody fighting. [Laughter] And the real
reason this languished around for 5 years was
because nobody was fighting anybody else about
it. And after I got here, I discovered some of
the best ideas in Washington were not being
implemented simply because there was no anger
attached to them. It’s a sad thing to say, but
it’s absolutely right.

And so, sometimes energy is not behind
things that hang around here for years, because
there’s no real brutal conflict. And in that con-
text, I want to thank the Members of Congress
who are here for overcoming all the inertia
against consensus—[laughter]—and actually
passing a bill that everybody was for. And I
thank you. I thank Senators Nunn, Roth, and
Glenn; Representatives Meyers, Sisisky, Peter-
son, and Davis, all of whom are here; and of
course, former Congressman Horton and former

Senator, now Governor, Lawton Chiles for the
work that they have done.

This is a remarkable bill, and I want to talk
about what it does. But first, let me say that
for a bill in which there was not a lot of opposi-
tion, there was an awful lot of support and input
about exactly how to do this. People all over
our country, big and small businesses, organiza-
tions from the National Governors’ Association
to the National Association of Towns and Town-
ships to librarians actually testified in favor of
this bill—what we ought to do and how it ought
to be done.

The legislation recognizes that the private sec-
tor is the engine of our prosperity, that when
we act to protect the environment or the health
of our people, we ought to do it without unnec-
essary paperwork, maddening redtape, or irra-
tional rules.

We have to reform our regulatory system in
ways that protects the larger public interest
without strangling business. These changes re-
flect the right way to reform Government. It
is very consistent with the things that I believe
need to be done. In the last 2 years, we have
already reduced the size of the Federal bureauc-
racy by more than 100,000 employees, going
down under existing budgets to a reduction of
more than 272,000. And if the last few weeks
are any indication, we’re about to reduce the
Government some more.

This Paperwork Reduction Act helps us to
conquer a mountain of paperwork that is crush-
ing our people and wasting a lot of time and
resources and which actually accumulated not
because anybody wanted to harm the private
sector but because we tend to think of good
ideas in serial form without thinking of how
the overall impact of them impacts a system
that is very dynamic and very sensitive to emerg-
ing technologies but which Government does
not always respond to in the same way.
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